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PORT ORCHARD — The trial
of Gabriel Gaeta, charged

in the 2014 rape and
death of 6-year-old Jenise
Wright, has been pushed
back until October, and
attorneys on both sides of
the case say a legal ques-
tionarising fromanout-of-
state appeals court might
have to be resolved before
he can stand trial.

The out-of-state case
might also affect a 1989

case inwhich a 17-year-old
was convicted of murder-
ing 85-year-old Ann Pre-
sler in Port Orchard.

Gaetawas 17 at the time
of Jenise’s death in Au-
gust 2014 butwas charged
as an adult with aggravat-
ed first-degree murder. If
convicted of the crime,
adults face an automatic
sentence of life in prison.

BecauseGaetawas a juve-
nile, hewould not face the
sentenceautomaticallybut
still could be sentenced to
life.

Gaeta’s trial, scheduled
for March 28, was post-
poned until Oct. 10.

Thatwas due partly to a
medical procedureneeded
byoneof his attorneys and
also to allow time to settle

the legal question raised
by a Michigan appeals
court. That court found in
August that a jury, rather
than a judge, must be the
entity that sentences a ju-
venile to life in prison.

If Gaeta were con-
victed and sentenced and
the Michigan case is later
found to have national im-
pact, the conviction could

beoverturnedand thecase
returned toKitsap Superi-
orCourt for a second trial.

“It’s a quagmire,” said
Roger Hunko, one of
Gaeta’s attorneys. “I’mnot
exactly surewherewe are
at right now.”

Gaeta’s attorneys plan
to file a motion with

Murder trial pushed back until October
■ Michigan
ruling might
affect 2014 case
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BREMERTON — Tenants are
being evicted from the
Admiral Manor apart-
ments in Bremerton as a
new owner prepares to
renovate the buildings.

One group of residents
was given 20-day notice
and has until Monday to
move out, according to
tenants who spoke with
the Kitsap Sun on Thurs-
day and provided copies
of their eviction notices.
The tenants said theywere
told the apartmentswill be

Low
rents
get the
boot
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BAINBRIDGE ISLAND — Anew
home for community art-
ists and manufacturers is
rising up in the middle of
the Bainbridge Island not
far from Highway 305 and
MadisonAvenue.

Bainbridge Artisan Re-
sourceNetwork (BARN), a
nonprofit focusedonbring-
ing together artists to learn
in community workshops,
started construction on its
permanentfacility justafter
the New Year and will be
open in spring 2017.

WhileBARNis in its be-
ginning stages of building,
itsneighbor—FarmShops,
formerly known as Island
Craft—willbefinishing its
commercial space for art-
ists and manufactures this
spring. Both are behind
the Bainbridge Island fire
station headquarters and
Grandma’s Tree Farm off

NewBrooklynRoad.
Officials from both de-

velopments are hoping
the creative neighbors can
meet and “cross pollinate,”

BARNboardmemberDave
Roe said.

Farm Shops, owned by
TomCoultas, will lease 20
individual units that are

800 square feet each in
three separate buildings.
Eachunit is pricedat about
$880.

Twoofthebuildings,one

with seven units and the
othersix,areexpectedtobe
finished by April, Coultas

BARNraisinggoingonnear305andMadison
Workers began
construction
this year on the
Bainbridge Ar-
tisan Resource
Network facility.
It is expected to
be finished by
spring 2017.
RACHEL ANNE SEYMOUR /
KITSAP SUN

■ Bainbridge
artists gaining
work space
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BREMERTON — In his six
years on the City Council,
Greg Wheeler has inter-
vened at times on behalf
of his constituents when
problemsattheirneighbors’
properties arise.

Whether it’s litter, an
overgrown lawn or even
signs of drug dealing,
Wheelersaidmostresidents
are apprehensive about

BREMERTON

Council
weighs
property
rules
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■ Tenants out
in Bremerton
overhaul

See MANOR, 4A

Color starts moving in

LARRY STEAGALL / KITSAP SUN

Olympic College groundskeeper James Garcia prunes the blooming cherry trees Wednesday on the Bremerton campus. The chance of rain increases tonight,
drops to 30 percent Saturday, but the wet stuff is expected to return Sunday, according to the National Weather Service.
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Wheeler
said most
residents are
apprehensive
about speak-
ing publicly.

RUBIO, CRUZ
ATTACK TRUMP
In Thursday night’s GOP
debate, Marco Rubio and
Ted Cruz jump on Donald
Trump, attacking him over
immigration, his privileged
background and conser-
vative credentials.
NATION, 8A

FOR THE RECORD
Clarification: A Sunday
story on paraeducators
should have said that base
salaries allocated by the
state are for full-time
equivalent positions.
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said. The third building,
whichhas sevenunits,will
be open a month or two
later, if all goes to plan.

At least two businesses
are eyeing the Farm Shops
as a location to step up
shop,Coultas said.One is a
local winery and the other
a personal trainer.

While Farm Shops will
be filled with commercial
ventures, BARN is look-
ing to expand its resources
to be a regional art center
for the county, said Sallie
Maron. The new location
is within walking distance

of a bus stop on Highway
305, making it easier for
people throughout Kitsap,
and evenSeattle, to access.

Since itscreation,BARN
hasservedasaplaceforart-
ists toshare their talentand
experience,while learning
fromone another.

BARN’s classes started
last summer in its tempo-
rary site in Rolling Bay.
The 2,000-square-foot
facility quickly started
bursting at the seamswith
artists working on fiber
arts, writing, printmaking,
woodwork and glasswork,
among others.

Artists are rubbing
elbows and even noses,
Roe said, especially on

weekends when there is
open studio time.

The new two-story,
25,000-square-foot facility
will provide more space
for students of all ages to
learn new trades and have
hands-on experience with
tools during open work-
shop times.

More space also means
more options for artist, in-
cludingacommercialkitch-
en,weldingandsheetmetal
work,allwhichcannothap-
pen at the Rolling Bay site,
said Carolyn Goodwin,
spokeswoman for BARN.
The new facility also will
have office space and dis-
play areas for art.

Even though BARN has
started construction, it’s
stillworkingonfundraising

another $2 million for the
$8 million project, Maron
said. About $6 million has
beenraised fromabout400
donors.

Theproject isunlikeany
other studio development
on the island, Maron said.
It offers a variety of educa-
tional courses and experi-
ences in one place without
being a school.

“What makes us truly
different is we have differ-
entstudiosunderoneroof,”
she said.

“You walk through the
door and become part of
the community.”

Andnextyear, that com-
munity’sdoorswill open to
a facility that is more than
12 times the size of itsRoll-
ing Bay building.

4A » Friday, February 26, 2016 » K I T S A P S U N

fromthecover/obituaries

Superior Court Judge Jen-
nifer Forbes on thematter.
Her decision might be ap-
pealed to theCourt of Ap-
peals and then the state
Supreme Court.

Chief Deputy Pros-
ecutor Chad Enright said
that, as it stands now, the
Michigan decision does
not affect Washington
law and that there are no
provisions in state law to
have a jury decide a life in
prison sentence for a juve-
nile.That procedure likely
would have to be imple-
mentedby theLegislature.

However, both sides
have agreed that it is pref-
erable to allow time to
settle the matter rather
than push for a trial only
to have a potential convic-
tion overturned.

Enright declined to
comment on the status of
negotiations between at-
torneys but said, in light
of the concern over the
Michigan case, any nego-
tiations would be placed
on hold until the matter is
resolved.

“This is something that
needs to be decided so we
know where everybody
stands,” Enright said.

Gaeta’s DNA allegedly
matchesmaterial foundon
clothing belonging to Jen-
ise and during an interro-
gation Gaeta told a Kitsap
County Sheriff’s Office in-
vestigator no one else was
involved in Jenise’s disap-
pearance.

A massive search was
conducted for Jenisewhen
her parents reported her

missing from the Steele
Creek Mobile Home Park
in East Bremerton. Her
bodywas found in awood-
ed area behind the mobile
home park. Gaeta, a wres-
tler and football player
at Olympic High School,
was a neighbor and friend
of Jenise’s sibling and had
spent timeat the residence.

Gaeta has pleaded not
guilty.

TheU.S. SupremeCourt
ruled that defendantswho
were juveniles at the time
of the crime cannot be au-
tomatically sentenced to
life in prison. Instead, a
judge has to take into con-
sideration factors related to
their youth, such as imma-
turity, failure to appreciate
risks aswell as their home
lives.

The Michigan court’s
decision,which said juries
mustmake that sentencing
decision, was influenced
bythatU.S.SupremeCourt
decision. Hunko said he
agreed with the Michigan
decision and believes it
could become a factor in
Washington.

TheU.S. SupremeCourt
decision has affected the
1990 life sentence of Mi-
chael Monroe Furman,
who was convicted in the
murderofPresler. Furman,
originally sentenced todie,
was 17 years old when he
killedPresler.Capital pun-
ishmentwas subsequently
banned for juveniles, and
Furman received a man-
datory life sentence. The
Supreme Court decision
resulted in the case be-
ing brought back toKitsap
for resentencing. Furman
is scheduled to be resen-
tenced Sept. 12.
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OBITUARIES
The Kitsap Sun publishes obituaries and memorial announce-

ments of West Sound residents or former residents free of charge.
They are limited in length to about 300 characters, and do not
include a photo. Families who wish to publish items that exceed the
length limit for a free obituary or include a photo must pay for the
additional space required. An online submission form gives you this
option and calculates the exact cost as the text is entered.

Contributors are responsible for the accuracy of information pro-
vided. Photos that accompany obituaries must show the deceased’s
face.

Obituary information should be submitted using an online form
at forms.kitsapsun.com/obits We do not accept information for
obituaries over the phone.

Obituary notices of up to 300
characters are published free in
the Kitsap Sun for West Sound
residents and former residents.
The cost for submissions exceed-
ing that length limit is 30 cents
per character after the first 300,
and $55 per photo.

Obituaries are accepted only
through the online submission
form at http://forms.kitsapsun.
com/obits/. The form keeps a
running total of characters typed
and gives the option to shorten
a submission or create a paid
obituary if the length limit is
reached. Obituary notices that
exceed the length limit must be
paid for using a credit card at the
time of submission.

Digital submissions can be
attached to the submission or
sent by separate email. A photo
print can be mailed or hand-
delivered to the Sun office, 545
Fifth St., Bremerton, WA 98337.

Obituaries are published as
submitted. The Kitsap Sun will

edit obituaries only to correct
spelling errors, capitalization,
some punctuation (for clarity)
and libelous content. Obituaries
will not be edited for content or
style.

Most local funeral homes that
are involved with arrangements
can assist in preparing and sub-
mitting an obituary.

Those who do not have access
to a personal computer can
access the Internet at any local
library branch or can use a com-
puter set up for that purpose at
the Kitsap Sun office.

Obituaries must be submitted
by noon the day before publica-
tion. Depending on the volume
of submissions and the timing
of services, publication may be
delayed by a day. All obituaries
are posted on the Kitsap Sun
website immediately after the
submission is processed.

Questions or comments on
submitting items should be sent
to obits@kitsapsun.com.

howto submit an obituary

speakingpublicly,outoffear
of retaliation.

“The thing that made an
impression onme is they’re
afraid,” said Wheeler, who
represents the city’s Fourth
District,encompassingWest
BremertonbetweenWarren
andHewitt avenues.

Wheeler believes he’s
founda solutionhe’s brand-
ed“NeighborhoodLIFT”—
Leadership and Investment
Fostering Transformation
—thatusesvolunteerswith
thecity’spolicedepartment
toreportcertaincomplaints
regardlessofwhetherneigh-
borsdo.

Fornow,itwillonlyfocus
on three violations of the
city’s code: litter, grass and
weeds over a foot tall and
vehiclesparked inyards.

Wheeler said the prop-
erties targeted would be
ones blatantly violating
city code, that “10 out of 10
peoplewouldrecognizeasa
problem,” he told the coun-
cil in introducing the plan
Wednesdaynight.

Most of the council re-
garded the plan favorably,
but he got pushback from
Leslie Daugs and Dino

Davis.
Bothtookissuewithwhat

they perceived as an ineq-
uitytowardpunishingthose
poorest, who, for example,
mightnotbeable toafforda
wider driveway inwhich to
keep cars. Davis also won-
deredwhether it could rep-
resent an overreach by city
government.

Daugs equated the pro-
gram to converting the city
into a homeowners asso-
ciation. Many residents in
whatshecalledan“oldcity”
wouldbedockedbythepro-
gramandfeelalienated, she
said.

“There’s no way we’re
going to get that Pollyanna
look” as a result, sheadded.

The majority disagreed,
saying the new program
would only be enforcing
lawsalreadyonBremerton’s
books.

“I assume when it was
put into our code, people
believed therewouldbeen-
forcement,”Councilwoman
PatSullivan said.

As such, the program
requires no formal council
vote and expends no city
funds.

“I think that the LIFT
proposal is a good way to
leverage existing resourc-
es to meet a long-stated

council goal to beautify our
city,” said Andrea Spencer,
Bremerton’s director of
community development.
“Considering that the pro-
gram can be implemented
with nearly no costs to the
taxpayer, that’s awin.”

Wheeler’splanwoulduse
the police’s Citizens Auxil-
iaryPatrol program, a force
of volunteers who supple-
ment police by checking
on vacant homes, watching
public spaces and generally
serving as another set of
eyes and ears on the city’s
roads.

TomDanaher,whoheads
up the volunteer patrol
program, told the council
Wednesdaythathesupports
Wheeler’s efforts.

“This is going to take
a little education, a little
transformation,” Danaher
said. “Butwehave the time,
thetransportationandwe’re
onthestreetsenoughwhere
wecando this.”

The volunteers would
be trained to identify those
three code violations and,
whentheyspotone, toplace
abluesignonthedoorofthe
violator’s home.

Wheeler believes the
majority who receive one
will quickly correct the is-
sue.Thosewhodon’twillbe

earmarked for a follow-up
by the city’s code enforce-
mentofficer.

PartofWheeler’smotiva-
tion is that when a home’s
appearance goes south, it
can reflect badly on the en-
tire neighborhood. It also
can give the impression
that people there don’t care
aboutupkeep,whichcanin-
vite crime.

“There’s the right of
neighbors to have their
families and investments
safe,” he said.

In responding to Daugs’
and Davis’ arguments that
it would only be targeting
poorer residents, Wheeler
counteredthat leavingsuch
code violations to fester
turns a blind eye to a bad
situation. In the case of an
elderly resident, what if in-
tervening helps to connect
the person to a volunteer
who, for example, would
mowtheir lawn for them?

“Ignoring a distressed
situation isn’t a good solu-
tion,” he said.

Though she was absent
for Wednesday’s council
meeting, Mayor Patty Lent
said she believesWheeler’s
plan iswortha try.

“I’m in support of any-
thing that makes the city
better,” she said.

LIFT
from 1A

upgraded and rentswill be
raised substantially. The
118-unit Bloomington Av-
enue complex offers some
of the lowest rents in the
area, with one-bedroom
units costing about $650
amonth.

Laura McLovin has
lived atAdmiralManoroff
and on for eight years. She
said the buildings are run-
down and need improve-
ment, but the mass evic-
tions aren’t fair to tenants.

“It needs to be fixed,
there’s a lot of problems,”
said McLovin, who works
as a pizza delivery driver
“ ... but I think it’s stupid
to do what they’ve done.”

The new owner is The
StratfordCo., a Seattle real
estate firm that operates at
least 10 other apartment
complexes in the Puget
Sound region, accord-
ing to its website. County
documents showStratford
bought the apartments in
late January. A sale price
was not yet listed.

Emails and phone calls
left for Stratford represen-
tatives were not returned
Thursday. A property
manager at the complex

declined to comment on
the changes.

BremertonHousingAu-
thority Housing Director
Sarah VanCleve said the
agencyhasheard fromten-
antsbeingevicted fromthe
property.Ninepeoplewho
live there receiveSection8
rental assistance, she said.
Housing authority inspec-
tors had received reports
ofbedbugsandotherprob-
lems at the apartments.

Laurleen Smith was
moving boxes out of her
Admiral Manor apart-
ment Thursday. She’d
been given another unit
in the complex to move to

temporarily.
The new owners want

to attract a higher-end
demographic, Smith said.
She paid $635 a month for
her apartment and heard
rentswould be going up to
$1,100 after the remodel.
“We’re not the right mon-
etary demographic, or any
other demographic,” said
Smith,who commutes to a
call-center job inTacoma.

Smith said the Admiral
wasn’t a great place to live
— she was nervous when
shemoved in last year.The
alley inbackwas“sketchy,”
she said. But she found
most of her neighbors

were nice and quiet.
“We’re too poor to rob
each other,” Smith said.

Displaced Admiral
Manor residents are wad-
ing into a tight rental
market. The vacancy rate
at large apartment com-
plexes in Bremerton was
about 2.6 percent at the
end of 2015, according to
Tom Cain of Apartment
InsightsWashington.

A representative ofMa-
drona Estates, an Auto
Center Way apartment
complex that offers similar
rents to Admiral Manor,
said he had 40 names on a
waiting list for units.

MANOR
from 1A
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A new owner of the Admiral Manor apartments in Bremerton is moving tenants out and plan-
ning renovations and higher rents.

Obituaries

Genevieve Scott
PORT ORCHARD, WA
APRIL 7, 1943 TO FEB. 23, 2016
Genevieve “Jenny” Scott, 72, passed away on Feb. 23, 2016.

She was born on April 7, 1943 in San Rafael, California. Jenny
will be greatly missed.
At her request, no services are planned at this time.

Arrangements by Tuell-McKee of Bremerton; please visit
www.tuellmckeebremerton.com for full obituary and
guestbook.

Joyce Eileen Powers
BREMERTON, WA
MAY 29, 1949 TO FEB. 15, 2016
Joyce Eileen Powers was

born in Sacramento to Edward
and Katherine, and passed
away in Bremerton. She loved
James T. Kirk, Jesus and her
grandbabies. Her family
included kids, Michael and
Ketti; grandbabies, Mikey,
Kaleob, Shelby, Kyle, Kinsey
and Nathan; six siblings
and countless nieces and
nephews.
Please visit www.cremationsocietywa.com for full

obituary. Memorial will be held at Sylvan Way Baptist
Church on Sunday, February 28th at 6 p.m.

Lucy Johnson
SILVERDALE, WA
SEPT. 25, 1924 TO DEC. 04, 2015
Lucy Johnson, formerly Lucy Grey Black, died on Decem-

ber 4, 2015, age 91. Born in Philadelphia, she attended local
schools and graduated from Wheaton College in Norton,
Massachusetts in 1943 with a B.A. in English. Her interest in
literature and the arts led her to the publishing industry in
New York City. Working as a publicist for Alfred A. Knopf, in
1948 she met and married W. Pyke Johnson Jr. This began a
57-year marriage and lifelong partnership in letters, social
activism and community involvement, and seeking the
warmth and goodness in everyone they met.
Lucy and Pyke settled in Old Greenwich, CT. Lucy stopped

fulltime work for wages after the birth of their twin sons.
Through the local Quaker meeting she participated in the
Religious Society of Friends; she was a longtime Democratic
Party stalwart; she volunteered in local public schools and
became both a para-educator and elected school board
member; she served on Connecticut’s Permanent Com-
mittee on the Status of Women and with Greenwich Fair
Housing; she found time to travel the USA and the world,
and always returned with excellent photographs and fine
collections of art and beads for jewelry making.
In 2003 the Johnsons moved to Silverdale, Washington to

live near relatives. Lucy dove right in to the same activities
and rebuilt a large social network of friends, neighbors,
and fellow activists. Through the death of her husband in
2005 and years of declining health and mobility, Lucy kept
her keen intellect and independence. She was seeing plays,
volunteering, managing her own affairs, and enjoying her
great-grandson right up to the very end.
Lucy Johnson is survived by her brother Macknight Black

of Oakton, VA, sons Mack and Tom, a large number of rela-
tives, and an infinite circle of kindred spirits who loved her
and miss her deeply. A memorial celebration will be held
at Country Meadows Apartments, 12169 Country Meadows
Lane NW, Silverdale, WA 98383 at 1:30 on March 19, 2016.
Memorial donations may be made to the American Friends
Service Committee at afsc.org.

Richard Calvert Anderson
SUQUAMISH, WA
SEPT. 29, 1943 TO FEB. 18, 2016
Richard “Dick” Calvert Anderson entered into eternal

rest on the evening of Feb. 17, 2016. Memorial services
will be at Living Hope Church on February 27th at 11 a.m.
Following the service at the church, will be a celebration of
life (potluck style).
To view a full obituary and guest book, go to

tuellmckeebremerton.com.

LifeTribute Center
Funeral Home & Crematory

Offering cremation and offering on-site
cremation are two different options

1151 Mitchell Ave., • Port Orchard, WA 98366
(360) 876-4405
www.rill.com

When other funeral homes say they offer cremation,
they use other facilities ... sometimes far away.We on
the other hand, don’t have to so much as leave the
front door. Our on-site crematory is just one way we

show that closeness counts.


