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The Bainbridge Artisan Resource Network, or BARN, which has been operating out of rented space in Rolling 
Bay, is well on its way to creating a permanent home for the work and collaboration of its many, skilled members. 
BARN spokesperson Carolyn Goodwin said the nonprofit organization is “rapidly outgrowing our temporary 
facility on Rolling Bay.” The good news, she reports, is that they have raised $4.5 million of the estimated $7.5 
million needed for the proposed permanent home. And now they have a
facility design to shoot for.

BARN was formed in 2012 to build and operate a hands-on center for craft and invention. The nonprofit sub-
sequently purchased two acres on Three Tree Lane off of New Brooklyn Road for its permanent artisan center. 
Internationally known Bainbridge architect Johnpaul Jones and his firm, Jones &
Jones, are developing the plans along with PHC Construction.

The plans are for a two-story facility built into the side of a hill. The entrance will be on the upper level, which 
will feature a kitchen and pantry, a classroom, office space, meeting space, and rooms for electronic arts, machin-
ing, jewelry-making, writing, hammering, and welding.

	  



	   The plans are for a two-story facility built into the side of a hill. 
The entrance will be on the upper level, which will feature a 
kitchen and pantry, a classroom, office space, meeting space, and 
rooms for electronic arts, machining, jewelry-making, writing, 
hammering,
and welding.

The lower level will include a commons/gallery space, a meeting 
room, a room of workbenches, a dark room, and rooms for fiber 
arts and dyeing, woodworking, printmaking and book arts, and 
glassmaking with a wet room and kiln.

Each of the specific arts will continue to offer an ongoing series of classes, events, and open studios. The schedule 
of upcoming events can be found on the BARN website.

BARN is actively seeking donations for the remaining $3 million needed to build the facility. Equipment dona-
tions are also being accepted. So far, BARN has received donations including looms, woodworking equipment, 
a printing press and letterpress equipment, a 3-D printer and laser cutter, and an anvil from the estate of met-
alsmith Hekki Seppa. To donate money or equipment, click here.

But even though BARN is not yet in its permanent digs, its members already feel like they’ve found home. Fiber 
artist Donna Lee Dowdney said, “BARN is turning out to be a vibrant, enthusiastic, nurturing community of 
people working together on creative projects.” Jewelry artist Robin Callahan agreed: “We all help each other, we 
problem-solve together. It’s the only time in my life I’ve experienced such a cooperative environment.” Fiber art-
ist (and caterer) Jason Devinney said, “Even though I have my own studio and looms, BARN gives me the oppor-
tunity to share with other fiber artists. It’s a chance to explore different ideas and methods, which is essential for 
growth. We also have the chance to cross-pollinate with different craft disciplines.”

	  


